
70  september 2012 | gun mart

airguns  |  hill gen 

View hundreds more gun reviews online at www.gunmart.net

Pump it up
Mark Camoccio gets to exercise 
his thoughts (and his body) with 
the Hill Gen 3 Airgun Pump

Pump
Hills Gen2
Hills Gen3

results were as follows:

E
ver since giving 
myself a hernia 
whilst lazily moving 
a 15litre air bottle 

some years back, I was 
open to persuasion where 
an alternative power supply 
was concerned. I never 
really took to air bottles in any 
case, considering the whole 
charging business of pneumatic 
ownership a little tiresome.

Consider the freedom 
afforded by conventional, self-
contained ‘springers’ and you 
see where I’m coming from.

The arrival of the dedicated 
hand pump however, caught 
my interest, and whilst original 
examples were bloomin’ hard 
work, designs quickly improved.

Made in Britain
Ernest Hill is a famous old 
British brand based in Sheffield, 
synonymous with producing 
pumps for a variety of 
applications. Their entry into the 
airgun market has been a major 
success story, and the fact that 
they supply many big players 
on the shooting scene including 
BSA, John Rothery, Weihrauch, 
Walther, Air Arms, and Anschütz, 
obviously speaks volumes for 
the integrity of their products. 

As someone who likes to buy 
British where possible, I can’t help 
being a big fan of the company, 
and can personally vouch for the 
quality of their existing pumps, 
since I  have used two of them 
extensively for some years now. So 
when the company announced 
the release of a new Gen3 version, 

I was keen to compare how 
this pump performed against 
their established model.

Construction
First impressions of any of these 
Hill pumps has to be favourable, 
due to the heavy- duty 
construction and superb build 
quality. Chunky socket headed 
screws are used throughout, and 
with a highly practical Hammerite 
style finish to the compression 
tube, it’s hard not to be won 
over. Add to that an extremely 
clear pressure gauge (reading to 
a full 250bar) and a high grade 
hose, and the spec looks good.  
Three lines are now cut into the 
tube denoting the new model, 

and to the casual eye, this and 
the new soft rubber grips is all 
that differentiates the Gen3 
spec from what went before.

One point of interest here 
is that Hill appear to have 
dispensed with the idea of the 
quick break-down design, as the 
quick release handle and base 
have now been replaced with 
conventional socket screws.

A discussion with the Hill 
marketing side has revealed 
that the company intends these 
pumps to be field strippable 
in just a few minutes, and 
has simplified their design 
accordingly. Indeed, they are 
in the process of supplying 
instructions for owners to strip 
and service/ replace ‘o’ rings 
fairly easily themselves -all good 
news at the sharp end of course.

Moisture Traps
PCP’s don’t like moisture and 
where divers’ bottles use dry 
air, pumps do introduce some 

moisture from the atmosphere, 
into the system. Most pumps 
come fitted with some form of 
moisture traps, but Hill have 
by far the best trick up their 
sleeve. As with their previous 
models, this new Gen3 can 
take the optional Dry-Pac 
anti-moisture system, which 
takes the form of a plastic pod 
which screws into the inlet 
valve. A dry powdery medium 
(similar to mustard seeds in 
appearance) is then added  to 
this pod, which then absorbs 
moisture from the system as 
air passes through it; apparently 
removing 80% - 90% moisture.

The Test
For the purposes of evaluating 
the latest version, an identical 
test was undertaken for both my 
existing Hill model and the new 
Gen3. An Air Arms s400 Classic 
was charged from 100bar up to 
150bar, then from 150bar up 
to 180bar, and the number of 
strokes taken with both pumps, 
recorded at every stage. In 
addition, the effort expended 
was noted for an overall feel 
of the product (see table). 

What Hills have done by their 
own admission is concentrate on 

100bar-150bar
59 strokes
62 strokes  

150bar-180bar
30 strokes
32 strokes

total
89 strokes
94 strokes

effort
Moderate
Little resistence

Hills pumps – 
the new Gen3 
is on the left. 
Subtle rather 
than radical 

changes

Pumping up PCP airguns is now easier than ever  
(Note: you don’t have to wear shorts to operate these pumps... but it 
gives the kids a laugh)

first 
tEst
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Price: Hill Gen3 Pump £139 
SRP / £179 with Dry-Pac
Contact:  Ernest Hill   
0114 2484882     
www.airriflepump.com

the cocking stroke effort required, 
which in the case of the new 
Gen3, is significantly reduced. 
What was of interest is that the 
number of strokes required to 
reach each pressure is roughly 
the same, yet as stated, the 
overall effort is now less. 

Verdict
My results are merely an indication 
of performance, as individual 
rifles/valves may affect results, 
along with minor variations 
in pumping technique too.

Is this new Gen3 a huge 
improvement over the old 
model then - in short… no - 
but to be honest, I was always 
impressed with the old one. 
The Gen3 is undoubtedly better 
though, with an extremely 
smooth, silky pump flow and 
solid construction. As such what 
it represents, is the latest in a 
high quality line of ultra reliable, 
British made pumps, that are 
among the very best out there; 
and for that reason, it gets my 
wholehearted endorsement. GM

An easy to 
read gauge 
comes as 
standard

Sturdy 
construction 
helps the 
causeThe Dry-Pac system 

is unique to Hills


